Prayer List

Marc Genua, Eleanor Green, Michelle Grimm,
Virgil Hale, Betty Harama, Gordon Hatcher,
Kenny Hughes, Evelyn Hunt, Magaly Orozco,
Herbert and Jean Palmer, Chris Ragle,
Norma Ragle, Tim Smith, Dolores Snyder,
Sam Teasley, Susan Vaigneur, Jana Ward,
Andria Hurst Wood
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May 3, 2015

K N O N T Y

The Numbers

Attendance Sunday, April 26 15/24/14

Wednesday, April 29 18
Offering Sunday, April 26 $751.00

Those Serving
Prayer before Sunday Class Tommy Sanders
Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & First Prayer Terry Hurst
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Charles Hatcher
Contribution David Snyder
Assisting Levy Cox
Closing Prayer Harold Headrick
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Tommy Sanders
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Charles Hatcher
Closing Prayer Donald Shipley
Wednesday Night

Songs Kevin Felker
First Prayer Terry Hurst
Devotional Keith Keever

Closing Prayer Barry Simmons
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http://www.knoxcoc.com

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



>/ From “Lhe Preachers Pen

7~ “DOES THE CHURCH THAT
‘%~ BEGAN ON PENTECOST
STILL EXIST TODAY AND
HAS IT EXISTED SINCE PENTECOST?”

[This article is written by brother Harrell Davidson,
and appeared in the September 20, 2010 Beacon,
A Publication of the Bellview Church of Christ in
Pensacola, FL]

There are two readings from the Scriptures that
will serve as background information for this
short article. These are found in Matthew
16:13-19 and Acts 2:47.

Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 that “I will
build my church.” In Acts 2:47 we notice
that the saved were added to ‘“the church,”
and this was done on a daily basis according
to the text. The church spoken of in Matthew
16:18 and Acts 2:47 are one and the same. The
church had the promise of His presence,
(Mat. 28:20), conditioned upon their teaching
“all.” Those who were taught and were
baptized into Christ had the responsibility
to continue in the “apostles’ doctrine” (Acts
2:42). It was the marching orders of the
Lord’s church. Our Lord had prayed for
the apostles in John 17:20 when He said to
the Father, “Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word.” Therefore, everyone
that came under the banner of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ was to “continue in the
apostles’ doctrine.” They had no choice if
they would remain true to the Lord. The
prophet Daniel wrote about five hundred
years before the church had its beginning
that “the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed...and it
shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2:44). Therefore,
no group, falling short of this, can claim
His presence. The church was first comprised

of the 12, the 120, and those who had obeyed
the teaching of both Jesus and John the Baptist
who were baptized for the remission of sins
as Mark 1:3-4 indicates as well as John 4:1-2.
The church had its beginning in Jerusalem
(Isa. 2:3), but it would not only be for Jerusalem.
The Word was to be taught in every hamlet
and village all over the world and that command
is still there for us because we have obeyed
the “apostles’ doctrine.”

What became of this church?

Under apostolic leadership it  multiplied
numerically (cf. Acts 2:47; 4:4, 32; 6:7). It
extended geographically (Acts 8:5; 12:10 Antioch,
11:21 then to Antioch in Pisidia; Iconium, Derbe,
Lystra, Pamphylia, Perga, Europe—Acts 16, Thes-
salonica, Phonecia, Syria, Athens, Greece, and
Rome). It increased influentially rocking entire
communities and countries and was spoken of as
“turned the world upside down” (cf. Acts 17:6).

The church was the most amazing spectacle of
history from the human standpoint: the most
inexplicable accomplishment of all time was the
triumph and growth of this early church. It was a
small group, despised, uneducated (in the eyes of
the world), un-endowed materially, etc. Nothing
like the church had ever been before or after.

Some ponder in their minds the question: “What
became of the church historically?” After the death
of the apostles the church remained the same
because they adhered to the apostles’ doctrine.
Men attempted to defile it (cf. 2 Pet. 2:1-2; 2 John
9:7-11; Jude 3). The first departure was one man
rule—Diotrephes (3 John). There is the ever
present danger of tangents both then and now.
There were Metroplolitan bishops, some warring
with each other. Actual apostasy began at such a
time with the Nicene Creed in 323, with the uniting
of the church and state in 325. The pope was
declared the head in 533, by 666 the papacy was
complete. This was the going out from the church
(cf. 1 John 2:19). The Dark ages existed from

about 400 to 1400. The Bible was forbidden to
the people; superstition, and etc. Through all
this conflict the remnant church existed.

Then came the period of reformation: there
was  printing—1440, Renaissance—1450,
Luther and others. Their attempt, though vital,
was not yet a true reproduction of the early
church. There was the period known as the
restoration that began in 1809. It is here that
the remnant speaks out and walks out, thus, in
many communities we see churches like those
of the New Testament.

Someone may ask: “What is required to
reproduce that church today?” Recognition of
the supreme authority of Jesus Christ (cf. Mat.
28:18-20) and believing that authority—it is
necessary to repudiate all human authority.
There is the requirement of simply and only
and entirely accepting the terms of the Gospel
for salvation and entrance into the church. No
voting! No creeds (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

There must be the reproduction of local
churches of New Testament times, strictly
according to pattern (cf. Heb. 8:5). As to
organization there are to be elders to rule under
the authority of Christ as well as deacons (Col.
1:18). As to name, individual (Acts 11:26),
corporate (Rom. 16:16). The worship of the
New Testament must be duplicated today.

What became of the early church? It has lived
now nearly 2000 years. In Christ it will never
cease until He has delivered it up to the Father
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:24). It exists today in Christ
and over the world comprising all obedient
believers who have been added by the Lord.
No statistics can be made of it because the
number is in heaven. It is destined to continue
as long as this world shall stand and then it will
become the church eternal.
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