Prayer List

Marc Genua, Eleanor Green, Michelle Grimm,
Virgil Hale, Betty Harama, Gordon Hatcher,
Kenny Hughes, Evelyn Hunt, Brandi Kayla
Keever, Herminia Linginfelter, Magaly
Orozco, Herbert and Jean Palmer, Chris Ragle,
Norma Ragle, Tim Smith, Dolores Snyder,
Sam Teasley, Richard Thompson, Susan
Vaigneur, Jana Ward, Andria Hurst Wood

The Numbers

Attendance Sunday, December 21 18/22/13
Wednesday, December 24 14
Offering Sunday, December 21 $790.00

Those Serving

Prayer before Sunday Class Brad Green
Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & First Prayer Keith Keever
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Kevin Felker
Contribution Tommy Sanders
Closing Prayer Donald Shipley
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Tommy Sanders
Songs Singing
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Kevin Felker
Closing Prayer David Snyder
Wednesday Night
Songs Kevin Felker
First Prayer Keith Keever
Devotional Brad Green

Closing Prayer Donald Shipley
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December 28, 2014
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Churchof Chrlst

http://www.knoxcoc.com

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM
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“The Greatest Gift of All”

[This article is written by brother John Rose,

and appeared in the November 26, 2012 issue

of The Beacon, A Publication of the Bellview
Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL]

When the idea of gifts is pondered, one
commonly would consider the act of “giving.”
Truly one cannot receive a gift except it first
be given by someone. Giving is indeed at the
very heart of the Biblical Message (cf. John
3:16; 15:13-14; Rom. 8:32). It is to the verse
from John 3 that this article would bring the
reader’s attention.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ev-
erlasting life” (3:16). “God so loved the
world,” Our Heavenly Father loved man,
whom He created in His own image, to such an
extent that He did a certain thing, that thing
was to “give!” What precipitated such giving?
The answer is found in Genesis 3.

Adam and Eve had transgressed the law of
God, thereby sinning (Gen. 3:6; cf. 1 John 3:4).
The punishment prescribed for their sin was
death, “thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). Ad-
am and his wife stood condemned before their
Creator and were powerless to redeem them-
selves or to justify themselves in the sight of
God. Action now had to be taken to save these
two precious souls from everlasting destruction
(1 The. 1:7-9). Who took action? God, as was
exemplified in the inquiry by God of Adam,
who was hiding in shame among the vegeta-
tion of the garden (Gen. 3:8-9); so God was the
One to move first. He put into place His eternal
plan to save men from their sins, “Who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to

his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began” (2 Tim. 1:9;
cf. Eph. 3:11; Tit. 1:2; Rev. 13:8). It is/was the
eternal plan or purpose of God to save man by the
sacrifice of His Son upon the Cross.

What (or more precisely: who) then was
“given?” The very Son of God. “That he gave his
only begotten Son.” The Son was “given,” but who
is the Son? “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God” (John 1:1; cf. 10: 30; Phi. 2:6). Jesus is
God—He i1s Deity. The Lord told Philip, “he that
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” What is the
implication of these facts? That God gave Him-
self! What could be more sublime or majestic than
this Heavenly ideal—God gave Himself for us; for
our sakes. We who were sinners (Rom. 5:8) and
enemies of God (5:10) received this unfathomable
gift! The One that had been scorned and despised
and disregarded; was the very One that took away
the scorner’s reproach.

The concept of such great love as has been
demonstrated by God toward us requires spiritual
maturity to grasp and the end of its depths shall
never be found by the minds of men. However,
when one does lay hold of this great example,
many passages of Scripture open with greater
meaning and depth, such as:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, Nei-

ther are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

So are my ways higher than your ways, And

my thoughts than your thoughts (Isa. 55:8-9).
What has been the great example of this? God
gave Himself for us.

And God said, Let us make man in our im-

age, after our likeness: and let them have do-

minion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth. So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he

them (Gen. 1:26-27).

What is the greatest means by which God has

shown us how to be like Him? God gave Him-
self for us.
This is my commandment, That ye love
one another, as I have loved you. Greater
love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends (John 15:12-
13).
How has God loved us? God gave Himself for
us.
Finally:
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bod-
ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable un-
to God, which is your reasonable service
(Rom. 12:1).
Why is it our “reasonable service” to “give”
our entire beings (Mat. 22:37-40) unto God in
service and subjection? Because God gave
Himself for us!
Oh, how unsearchable are the riches of God
(Rom. 11:33; Eph. 3:8)!
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The Gospel Plan of Salvation

e HEAR the word of God; the Bible (Romans
10:17)

e BELIEVE the word of God and that Jesus is
Lord (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)

e REPENT of sin (Acts 17:30)

e CONFESS that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God (Matthew 10:32-33)

e BE BAPTIZED in order to receive remis-
sion of sins (Acts 2:38); in order to have
past sins washed away (Acts 22:16); in or-
der to get into the body of Christ, the church
(Romans 6:3-4; Acts 2:47); in order to be
saved (Mark 16:15-16; 1 Peter 3:21)

e [IVE FAITHFULLY in accordance with
God’s word (1 John 1:6-9; Revelation 2:10)



