Prayer List

Thomy Brewster, Doris Reyes Fernandez, D
Fowler, Marc Genua, Eleanor Green, N
Grigg, Gordon Hatcher, Juan Mandujano, M
Lynn McAleer, Larry McCollum, Betty Mille
Early Phillips, Chris Ragle, Norma Ragle, B:
Simmons, Tim Smith, Dolores Snyder, Sh
Sollars, Jana Ward
* Magaly Orozco (a member of the churcl
Piura, Peru) has tuberculosis. The medici
she has been taking has damaged her stc
and colon. She is going to have an endos
to see how bad the damage is.

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, November 17 15/1
Wednesday, November 20
Offering Sunday, November 17  $881.00

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Charles Hatcher
Sunday Morning Worship

Announcements & Prayer Tommy Sanders
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper & Contribution Terry Hurst
Assistant Levy Cox
Closing Prayer Keith Keever
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Barry Simmons
Songs Snging
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Terry Hurst
Closing Prayer Tommy Sanders
Wednesday Night
sSongs Kevin Felker
First Prayer Charles Hatcher
Devotional David Snyder

Closing Prayer Barry Simmons
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Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



/ From The Preacher’s Pen
y A “CHRIST CRUCIFIED”

[The following article is written by brother
Bobby Duncan and appeared in the November 10,
2008 issue of the Beacon a publication of the

Bellview Church of Christ.]

Seeing that Jews ask for signs, and Greeks

seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ
crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and
unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that

are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the

power of God, and the wisdom of God (1
Cor. 1:22-24).

Is this statement by Paul concerning
preaching an oversimplification? Or is it actu
the case that the term Christ crucified accur
denotes the preaching of that peerless apostl
Corinthians 2:1-2 he declared:

And I, brethren, when | came unto you, came
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
proclaiming to you the testimony of God.
For | determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.
This verse affirms not only that Paul preac
“Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” but that
preaching was limited to that theme; he k
nothing else to preach. That which he here te
“Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” he calls sim
“the cross,” in 1 Corinthians 1:18, where he wi
“For the word of the cross is to them that pe
foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is
power of God.

While we know that the preaching done
Paul was not limited to the mere fact of
crucifixion of Christ, it is significant that he ec
these terms to denote what he preached. The
of Christ was central to the preaching, not on
Paul, but of all inspired preachers in the I
Testament. The magnificent sermon delivere
Peter on Pentecost of Acts 2 centered arour

cross, and showed both logically and scriptu

that Jesus of Nazareth whom the Jews had cru

had been raised from the dead, thus proving H

be the Christ, the Son of God. In preachin

Cornelius and his household, Peter declared:
And we are witnesses of all things which he
did both in the country of the Jews, and in
Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging
him on a tree. Him God raised up the third
day, and gave him to be made manifest (Acts
10:39-40).

The Jewish leaders at Jerusalem k
exactly what the theme of the preaching was
was done by the apostles. They said to the ap
on one occasion:

Did not we straitly command you that ye
should not teach in this name? and, behold,
ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us
(Acts 5:28).

Obviously, the apostles had been preaching about

the crucifixion of Christ.

Jesus was speaking of His crucifixion w
He said, “And I, if | be lifted up from the earthill
draw allmen unto me” (John 12:32).

We understand that Jesus had to d
enable God to be infinitely just and at the s
time justify sinners (Rom. 3:24-26). But why
cross? Why crucifixionThe cross underscore
the seriousness of sin and God’s hatred of ithe
world glorifies sin. The religious world, in lar
measure, has chosen to classify sin as an ai
instead of a misdeed. Even in the church, ¢
overlooked and its seriousness is minimized. E
one wants to know if sin is really bad, let himk
at the cross. For me to behold the cross, rea
what took place there was brought on by my
causes me to see that sin is not something
smiled at; it is serious. God hates sin.

The cross emphasizes man’s Ic
condition. The familiar parables of the lost she
the lost coin, and the lost boy (Luke 15) remin
that the “Son of man is come to seek and to

that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). If one want
know God’s estimate of how terrible it is for o
be lost, then let him look at the cross and se
price God was willing to pay to redeem
humanity.

The cross points to God’s love fc
sinners. Though God hates sin, He loves sinr
That which pictures God’s hatred of sin is
which portrays God’s love for sinners.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life (John 3:16).
Perhaps a passage even more meaningful i
sense is Galatians 2:20:
| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless |
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which | now live in the flesh | live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.
This passage does not merely say He die
sinners, but for me; as much for me as if | wes
only sinner in the world. He loved me, and ¢
himself for me!

The cross emphasizes the necessity
obedience to the ScripturesJesus went to tl
cross because that was the only way He cou
obedient to the Scriptures. With the cross ca
its shadow over Him, He said: “Thinkest thou
I cannot now pray to my Father, and he ¢
presently give me more than twelve legion:
angels? But how then shall the scriptures
fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Mat. 26:53-54)
Philippians 2:8 Paul wrote that Jesus “hum
himself, and became obedient unto death, eve
death of the cross.” Do you want to knov
obedience to that which is written is importe
You will find the answer when you look at the cros:

But God forbid that | should glory, save in

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the
world (Gal. 6:14).

--C8obby Quncan



