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March 24, 2013

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road

Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922

865.247.4620

Schedule of Services
 

Sunday
Bible Study…..…………...9:30 AM
Worship….….10:30AM & 1:30 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study………………..7:00 PM

The Numbers
 

Attendance Sunday, March 17          12/19/14     
  Wednesday, March 20              16 
Offering  Sunday, March 17           $990.00

Prayer List
Doris Reyes Fernandez, Marc Genua, Ashleigh 
Green, Eleanor Green, Amanda Hatcher, Gordon 
Hatcher, Juan Mandujano, Mary Lynn McAleer, 
Betty Miller, Bernice Mock, Early Phillips, Chris 
Ragle, Ronald Russell, Tim Smith, Dolores 
Snyder, Sheila Sollars, Kevin (Chela Keever’s 
nephew)

Those Serving
Prayer Before Sunday Classes Brad Green

Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & Prayer Lance Green
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper & Contribution David Snyder
                  Assistant                            Levy Cox
Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher

Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Barry Simmons
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Keith Keever
Closing Prayer Tommy Sanders

Wednesday Night
Songs   Lance Green
First Prayer Barry Simmons
Devotional Charles Hatcher
Closing Prayer Tommy Sanders
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[The following article was written by B. C. Carr, 
(1918-2001), and appeared in the May 20, 2012 
Northside Anchor, the weekly bulletin of the 
Northside Church of Christ in Calhoun, GA]

If there ever was a time for men to be taking a 
stand for Truth and right, it is now. The church is 
facing troublesome times in its battle against sin 
in the face of a new liberalism and softness 
toward doctrinal error. We see efforts of brethren 
on every side trying to take a neutral stand. They 
think they can win the struggle for right by failing 
to take a stand. Evidently, they feel that by being 
quiet the devil will go away. Not so.

Recently, in a forum discussion, I received a 
question, supposedly from an elder, wanting to 
know if elders should occupy a neutral position 
on such things as which version and the marriage 
and divorce dilemma. This shows the soft 
thinking of those who are trying to walk on both 
sides of the fence concerning truth and error. I 
believe this to be sinful. It is time for those who 
want to be on the Lord’s side to take a stand for 
Truth. Read Exodus 33:26.

The Sin of Balaam...You will recall that the 
prophet Balaam tried to be neutral, but failed. 
Balak wanted him to place a curse against God’s 
people. Balaam knew, and confessed, that he 
must speak that which the Lord put in his mouth 
(Numbers 23:12). At the same time he seemingly 
wanted to please Balak. Balak’s doctrine is stated 
in Numbers 23:25, “And Balak said unto 
Balaam, neither curse them at all, nor bless 
them at all.”

Strange as it may seem, this is the philosophy 
espoused by many preachers and church          
 

members today. They want to straddle the fence 
or walk on top of it so as to appease all parties. 
This cannot be done. We are either for the Lord 
or against Him (Matthew 12:30).

Let it be understood, we are not talking about 
personal disputes where there a possibility of 
both parties being in the wrong. Instead, we are 
thinking of doctrinal matters. For instance, one 
preacher said that he is not a premillennialist, but 
neither was he “anti-premillennial.” Another has 
said, he was not advocating instrumental music, 
but that he was not “anti-instrumental music.” 
There are many who would disclaim false 
doctrine in their own preaching, but they will 
embrace those in fellowship who teach and 
preach false doctrines. Brethren, let’s get off the 
fence.

The Sin of Pilate…  When Jesus was brought 
before Pilate, this Roman governor knew that our 
Lord had done nothing worthy of death. He knew 
for envy the Jews had delivered Him, but the mob 
cried, “Let him be crucified.” In an attempt to 
appear neutral (and perhaps to soothe a guilty 
conscience), Pilate took water and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, “I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person.”

Brother, tell me, was Pilate really innocent? We 
have for a long time accused this man of being 
guilty of moral cowardice. This was one of the 
sins that crucified Jesus. When we allow the 
Word of God to be trampled under foot today and 
show contempt for the blood of the covenant are 
we any less guilty? It’s time for us to get off the 
fence and take a stand for the Truth.

The Sin of Meroz… In Judges 5:23, we read, 
“Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; 
because they came not to the help of the Lord, 

to help the Lord against the mighty.” God’s 
people were in a battle for their lives. God was 
mightily concerned, but where was the house of 
Meroz? They were still abiding in their 
sheepfolds. They were content to remain idle and 
let others do the fighting, but God was 
displeased. He ordered a curse be placed against 
them.

What was their sin? The same as many of our 
brethren today. They wanted to remain neutral. 
They wanted others to do their fighting.

There are those even now who will not join in the 
battle against error in the church. They look upon 
themselves as lovers of peace. They even become 
critical of those who are known as “fighters” or 
“brotherhood watchdogs.” Some of these are 
trying to do a balancing act on the fence of 
neutrality. If the truth prevails on some issue and 
error is exposed to the point that it is unpopular, 
they will fall off on the side of the majority and 
proudly claim, “We have won the victory” – yes, 
and “we killed a bear, but papa shot it.”
                –-  B. C. Carr

From The Preacher’s Pen
“THE SIN OF BEING NEUTRAL”

Welcome Visitors
     

Thank you for visiting with us today. If 
you have any questions about anything 
said or done during our worship service, 
please feel free to ask. Also, please take a 
moment to fill out one of our visitor's 
information cards and stick around after 
services so that we can get to know you 
better.


