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January 13, 2013

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road

Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922

865.247.4620

Schedule of Services
 

Sunday
Bible Study…..…………...9:30 AM
Worship….….10:30AM & 1:30 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study………………..7:00 PM

The Numbers
 

Attendance Sunday, January 6          13/14/13
       Wednesday, January 9   19 
Offering  Sunday, January 6           $770.00

Prayer List
Doris Reyes Fernandez, Monty Foster, Marc 
Genua, Ashleigh Green, Eleanor Green, Amanda 
Hatcher, Gordon Hatcher, Juan Mandujano, 
Early Phillips, Andrew Ragle, Chris Ragle, 
Norma Ragle, Verne Ragle, Ronald Russell, Tim 
Smith, Dolores Snyder, Sheila Sollars, Kevin 
(Chela Keever’s nephew)

Remember Dub McClish and his family in the 
passing of his wife and our sister in Christ, 
Lavonne McClish, on Saturday, January 5.  

Those Serving
Prayer Before Sunday Classes Tommy Sanders

Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & Prayer David Snyder
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper & Contribution Barry Simmons
                  Assistant                            Levy Cox
Closing Prayer Lance Green

Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Charles Hatcher
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Barry Simmons
Closing Prayer Tommy Sanders

Wednesday Night
Songs   Lance Green
First Prayer Charles Hatcher
Devotional Keith Keever
Closing Prayer Barry Simmons
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[This article was written by Johnny Oxendine, 
preacher for the church of Christ in San Mateo, CA, 

and appeared in the January 23, 2012 Beacon, A 
Publication of the Bellview Church of Christ in 

Pensacola, FL]

There is no doubt that God, Our Heavenly Father, 
loves us deeply. Everything that He has done has 
been for our benefit, indeed, our salvation. He has 
never forsaken the righteous, nor has He ever 
allowed the faithful to stand alone (Mat. 28:20). 
From before the foundation of the world we had 
been pre-determined to be a people who would 
take the message of salvation to others. This 
message would not be our message, but the 
message from God (His message)—which made 
it incorruptible and everlasting (1 Pet. 1:23). We, 
as the Lord’s people, are blessed beyond measure.

What inherent responsibilities, then, do we, as 
this blessed number, have? What is expected of 
us? How shall we conduct ourselves in a world 
that, by-and-large, has little to no interest in God 
or eternal salvation? The Bible has consistently 
given us examples of His people being ridiculed, 
persecuted, and often killed. The Biblical 
accounts can range from Samson to Stephen 
(historians give us information on the apostles 
themselves). We are reminded that all who try to 
live in a God-authorized manner will suffer 
persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).

We know this continues today because of the 
large number of people in some large countries 
(and even in our own country) that despise God 
altogether. They have been Communists, 
Fascists, Nazis, Socialists, or the European       
 

Enlightened, or followers of some party and its 
ideology. The world in every generation has 
always seemed more complicated than that which 
preceded it, but in the end there has been only a 
slight modification at best.

Times change, but human nature remains pretty 
much the same. The irony of that statement is in 
the fact that God does not change either (Jam. 
1:17). His expectations and commands for us 
have been the same since the church was 
established on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem. 
These expectations are not very different from 
what was demanded in the Old Testament. 
Though we obviously do not live under the old 
covenant, we are still to be faithful to God and 
keep His commandments (John 14:15; 15:10). 
This is done through obedience. The word means 
to submit to authority or reason; reverence for the 
source of a command; and to pay attention with 
resulting conformity to what has been advised or 
commanded. Obedience to God is the primary 
problem man has obstructing his way to 
salvation. Jesus tells us that our love for Him is 
manifested through our obedience to His will (“if 
you love me, keep my commandments”). This is 
not hard to do, according to the Lord (“and his 
commandments are not grievous”—1 John 5:3).

So we make our commitment not only to hear 
what He says to us, but also to do those things 
that are commanded (expected). By this our love 
not only becomes real, but quite tangible as well. 
We feel more complete and fulfilled as His 
children when we abide in His Word. It 
strengthens us and builds us up in the most Holy 
faith.

What is more obvious now than ever is the need 
for others to fully understand the love of God, 
and how that love will transform their lives! 
People are always looking for solutions to 
problems. The larger obstacle in this case is that 
these very same people are not able to recognize 
that the main problem is that they live without a 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus as He is 
revealed to us in the Scriptures. Many do believe 
they know Him, but only through what they have 
been told, not from what they have read. This is 
where we come in.

         –-   Johnny Oxendine

From The Preacher’s Pen
“SHOWING OUR LOVE FOR 
OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
THROUGH OBEDIENCE”

Welcome Visitors
     

Thank you for visiting with us today. If 
you have any questions about anything 
said or done during our worship service, 
please feel free to ask. Also, please take a 
moment to fill out one of our visitor's 
information cards and stick around after 
services so that we can get to know you 
better.

The Gospel Plan of Salvation
• HEAR the word of God; the Bible (Romans  

10:17)
• BELIEVE the word of God and that Jesus is 

Lord (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)
• REPENT of sin (Acts 17:30)
• CONFESS that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God (Matthew 10:32-33)
• BE BAPTIZED in order to receive remission 

of sins (Acts 2:38); in order to have past sins 
washed away (Acts 22:16); in order to get 
into the body of Christ, the church (Romans 
6:3-4; Acts 2:47); in order to be saved (Mark 
16:15-16; 1 Peter 3:21)

• LIVE FAITHFULLY in accordance with 
God’s word (1 John 1:6-9; Revelation 2:10)


