Prayer List

Doris Reyes Fernandez, Marc Genua, Ash

Green, Eleanor Green, Amanda Hatcher, Gc

Hatcher, Juan Mandujano, Early Phill

Andrew Ragle, Chris Ragle, Norma Ragle, Vi

Ragle, Ronald Russell, Tim Smith, Dolc

Snyder, Sheila Sollars, Kevin (Chela Keev

nephew)

* Monty Foster (friend of Amanda Hatche
family and a member of the Church
Ackerly, TX) is home after being hospitaliz
this past week. He will be undergoing furi
tests to determine what caused the abdol
bleeding that he suffered.

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, November 18 16/18/16
Wednesday, November 21
Offering Sunday, November 18  $814.00

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Lance Green
Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & Prayer Barry Simmons
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper & Contribution Keith Keever
Assistant Levy Cox
Closing Prayer Lance Green
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Tommy Sanders
Songs Snging
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Barry Simmons

Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher
Wednesday Night

Songs Lance Green
First Prayer Charles Hatcher
Devotional Tommy Sanders

Closing Prayer David Snyder
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Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



From The Preacher’s Pen
“CONTEND EARNESTLY”

/

[ The following article was written by the late Thomas B.

Warren and was published in the January 30, 2012

edition of the Beacon, A Publication of the Bellview
Church of Christ, Pensacola, FL]

Jude instructed men to “contend earnt
for the faith which was once for all delivered L
the saints” (Jude 3). There are many men
living—quite a number of whom are member
the Lord’s true church—who hold that it
simply not Christ-like to contend for the fa
But this passage corrects that erroneous clail
“contend earnestly for the faith” is to strive
combat, to engage in a fight, and such like,
sinceearnestly carries the idea of intensificatic
it is clear that Jude 3 teaches that men are It
with great intensity for the Truth and aga
error.

Obviously, this does not mean that Ct
wants men to engage in petty quarrels. He
not wish that men should wrangle for the sal
strife. Such activity must grow out of a heart
is filled with selfishness, haughtiness, and p
But one can be humble, loving, kind, and de
concerned for the cause of Christ and for
souls of men while fighting desperately for
Truth of the Gospel. Jesus did. Peter did.
did. And so did many other faithful men dur
New Testament days. And so have many
who have lived in our day.

Of course, there are many people °
have a perverted sense of love and kindnes

a distorted sense of what it means to be Christ-

like. Such people are severely critical of tr
who spend most of their lives in doing what
Holy Spirit, through Jude, enjoins men to do.
faithful men must not allow themselves to
intimidated into becoming unfaithful no ma
how unpleasant the criticism of libel

modernistic thinkers may become.

Rather, one must remember not only ¢
persons as Jesus, Peter, and Paul, but als
such as Stephen, who disputed with the Jew
put them to rout by his arguments which prc
that what he was preaching was really true (
6:9-10; 7:51-60). Stephen spoke very stro
and argued cogently. Yet, it seems hardly i
that any mere man loved his audience more
did he. Even as men were stoning his life’'s b
from him, Stephen prayed, “Lord, lay not this
to their charge” (7:60). This writer challenges
man to show greater love.

In spite of the pseudo-optimistic attitt
of many people, there are teachers of -
doctrine in this world and there are doctr
being taught which will cause those who bel
and obey them to be lost (2 The. 1:7-9). Ther
preachers and elders...in the Lord’s church
teach error on fundamental doctrines—docti
about which one must be right in order tc
saved. Such men must be opposed, and
outside of the church who teach error must
be opposed. It is a grievous error to Suppost
by merely pretending that there are no 1
teachers and there are no false doctrines, (
pleasure will rest upon us if we do nothing al
false doctrines and false teachers.

Many Christians, it seems, adop!
“holier-than-thou” attitude simply on the grot
that they—in contrast to some others—n
engage in any kind of controversy. Brother |
Goodpasture once told me about a preachel

Welcome Visitors |

We’'re glad you are with us today. Feel frg¢e
to ask us any questions you may have. \fe
look forward to getting to know you bette

said to him, referring to the pulpit work witt
certain congregation, “as long as | am in
pulpit, nothing controversial will ever
preached.” There are a number of things w
with this statement. In the first place, no one
preach the whole counsel of God witr
preaching that which is controversial, at |
with some persons. In the second place,
sentiment is directly opposed to the sentir
(and actions) enjoined upon men in Jude 3!

Since no one can defend the faith witt
presenting sound arguments, then it is ob\
that Jude 3 demands that men both recogniz
honor the Law of Rationality.

— Thomas B. Uavien

Our Location

We meet in Suite 102 of Four Seasons Villag
130 Mabry Hood Road in Knoxville, T
Coming from Kingston Pike, we are on the r
just past Chili’'s. Come and visit with |
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