Prayer List

Doris Reyes Fernandez, Marc Genua, Ash
Green, Eleanor Green, Amanda Hatcher, Gc
Hatcher, Juan Mandujano, Early Phill
Andrew Ragle, Chris Ragle, Norma Ragle, Vi
Ragle, Ronald Russell, Tim Smith, Dolc
Snyder, Sheila Sollars, Joe Stephenson, Ra
Sutton, Kevin (Chela Keever's nephew)

Announcements

The next Men’s Meeting will be tomorrc
evening at 7PM.

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, May 27 13/14/13
Wednesday, May 30
Offering Sunday, May 27 $705.00

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Barry Simmons
Sunday Morning Worship

Announcements & Prayer Tommy Sanders
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green

Lord’s Supper & Contribution Keith Keever
Assistants Levy Cox and Donald Shipley

Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Lance Green
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper David Snyder
Closing Prayer Donald Shipley
Wednesday Night
Songs Lance Green
First Prayer Barry Simmons
Devotional Tommy Sanders

Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher
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http: //www.knoxcoc.com

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



/ From The Preacher’s Pen

“PRINCIPLES OF
— RECONCILIATION ”

[Written by brother Gary Summers, preacher forSoett
Seminole Church of Christ, Winter Park, FL.]

Some things ought to make us nerv
such as not doing what the Scriptures teach.
really matter what the disobedience is? It coul
the refusal to repent of sins; it could be
neglecting of good works; it might be balkinc
baptism; perhaps it involves the reluctance
assemble with the saints on the first day of
week. Or it might be the refusal to reconcil
problem with one's brotht

Jesus wanted to make certain that prob
would not persist in the church; therefore,
provided various principles to resolve the con$
which will always be occurring. The followil
Scriptures with appropriate applications
commended to all brethren everywhere who
suffered problems (in other words, most of us).
1 If you have been offended, go to the pers

responsible.Jesus, in Matthew 18:15-17,

not say to tell everyone else the problem; ta
the person involved. It just may be
miscommunication that can be settled easi
not, however, every word can be establi
with witnesses. This approach does not |
matters lying around, not having been c
with for years.

2 If you know that a brother has "somethinc
against you," go and resolve the situatio
immediately. You initiate contact. The Lo
stressed that one leave his gift at the altal
get the matter straightened out — that is
urgent and important it is (Mat. 5:23-2
Silence between brethren is not an accep
option.

3 Do not be a stumbling block to your brother.
The apostle Paul preferred never to eat
again if it made his brother stumble. Tolere
and humility go much further than arroga

and close-mindedness. Notice the fervenc
Paul's plea: "And through thy knowledge s
the weak brother perish, for whom Christ di
But when ye sin so against the brethren,
wound their weak conscience, ye sin agi
Christ" (1 Cor. 8:11-12).

"Love one another." Who does not know th
Jesus taught His disciples to love one anc
as He loved them? (John 13:34-35).
something so familiar easily overlooke
Frequently when problems occur betw
brethren, people's feelings get hurt, and
commandment falls by the wayside. Some
even intentionally wish harm upon anotl
which may be a natural response, but it is |
spiritual one. John warns that the one
"hateth his brother is in darkness even |
now" and "walketh in darkness" (1 John 2:9-
11). One who does not love his brof
"knoweth not God, for God is love" (4:
furthermore, for this individual to insist that
loves God makes him a liar (4:20). One of
things people do who love others is to bear
them and forgive them their trespasses.
love to lash out at someone for whom the
no personal attachment because of ce
actions when, if the same deed had |
committed by a family member or close frie
the matter would have been resolved qui
and quietly? Making a distinction between t
we treat brethren (using a double standar
indicative of losing one's partiality a
objectivity. Certainly, such attitudes will ste
in the way of reconciliation.

We must be willing to forgive if we expect t
be forgiven. Most of the time, when a brott
who has offended us humbly repents, ever
rejoices, and forgiveness is granted. J¢
however, knew that it would be withheld
some. Therefore, He made our forgivel
from God contingent on our forgiveness
others (Mat. 6:14-15; 18:21-35). Unfortunat
in our day and time, it is uncommon for pec
to own up to their wrongs. Some immedia

become defensive and rationalize or refus
talk at all. Sins against brethren, however, |
to be repented of like any other sin. It is nei
right nor pleasing to God to say, "I'll just le&t
go."

6 Problems cannot be rationalized awayPau
did not say of Peter's wrong behavior
Galatians 2: "Oh, he's just having a bad c
He had to be confronted concerning it. Si
behavior cannot be overlooked amongst frit
or even fellow apostles. On another occa
Peter had to rebuke Simon the Sorcerer fc
desire to have power not granted unto
Whatever he may have done afterward, at
he deserves credit for his response in Acts
"Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of tt
things which ye have spoken come upon |
Simon did not seek to justify or defend
actions. He did not blame someone else
those occasions when we have said or dor
wrong thing, we should admit it.

7 Problems can only be settled on the basis
Truth. No one can be forgiven on the basis
he is another brother's friend or relative,
other fine attributes, possesses tremen
influence, or has a great deal of mol
Problems resolved in those ways comprol
the truth, which all Gospel preachers
committed to defending. Only by continuing
the Word can we know and practice the T
(John 8:31-32). Unfortunately, many perst
conflicts can be reduced to "he said...he ¢
situations. In the midst of conflicts, some be
to judge motives, which only compound
problem. As much debris as possible shou

cleared away to concentrate on the main offens

We ought to be impressed with these
other principles of conflict resolution that ourrd
placed within the Scriptures. How can we spe:
unity and peace when unresolved situat
continually confront us? All of us ought to
concerned about being peacemakers.
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