Prayer List

Peggy Driscoll, Doris Reyes Fernandez, N

Genua, Ashleigh Green, Eleanor Green, /

Hall, Amanda Hatcher, Gordon Hatcher, P!

Hutton, Jim Ledbetter, Norman Lee, Mary L

McAleer, Matthias Meredith, Tony Priola, Ct

Ragle, Norma Ragle, Ronald Russell, Tim Sr

Dolores Snyder, Tresa Snyder, Sheila So

Jimmy Thompson

* Eleanor Green is at Children’'s Hosg
recovering from a virus.

* David and Tresa Snyder, Lance Green,
Amanda and Russell Hatcher are
recovering from being sick over the last
days.

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, October 2 16/1
Wednesday, October 5
Offering Sunday, October 2 $931.00

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Tommy Sanders
Sunday Morning Worship

Announcements & Prayer Barry Simmons
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green

Lord’s Supper & Contribution Tommy Sanders
Assistants Levy Cox and Donald Shipley
Closing Prayer Donald Shipley
Sunday Afternoon Worship

First Prayer Brad Green
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Barry Simmons

Closing Prayer Donald Shipley

Wednesday Night

Songs Lance Green
First Prayer Tommy Sanders
Devotional David Snyder

Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher
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Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



/ From The Preacher’s Pen
“THE TRUTH IN LOVE”

[This article is written by Lester Kamp, preacher the
Piedmont church of Christ, Denver, CO.]

“Preach the Word; be instant in season, ¢
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsiurf{y
and doctrine. For the time will come when they wal
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lustl
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
And they shall turn away their ears from the tratig
shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:2—-4).

Preaching God's Word is God-ordained, God-

approved preaching. This means among other t
not holding back anything that is profitable to
hearers (Acts 20:20). Something is profitable fifatp:
those go to heaven who hear and heed. Sin
Scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16), then thoshc
preach must preach “all the counsel of God” (.
20:27). To avoid certain passages or to avoid itx
subjects is to fail to preach all the counsel ofiG3Boc
demands that preaching convict people of sin. &bt
that a certain sin is popular does not justify
preaching against it. According to the text abdhe
Word of God must be preached “in season, ol
season.” Marshall Keeble rightly stated that thesam
“when people like it and when they don't” 1
indication here is that there will be times wheoge
will not like it when the Word of God is preached.

According to God, that is characteristic of
preaching of which God approves. Paul even sait
some “will not endure sound doctrine.” They do
want to hear God's Word, so they find si
“preachers” who will preach what they want to hédt
is not the purpose of preaching to upset folks.$But¢
folks will get upset when the Word of God, the Ga
of Christ, is preached. The Word of God leads 1
Heaven and away from those things that will caig
to be lost. Avoiding certain topics or passage
Scripture simply because preaching on those sis
upsets people will cause many to be lost. It valis
those who preach such an edited version of the &
to be lost. Rest assured that there are many @eac
this kind. Many congregations seek out and finch
preachers. It has always been this way. In Jeres

day, we read: “The prophets prophesy falsely, &g
priests bear rule by their means; and My people tc
have it so: and what will ye do in the end therégier.
5:31). Such behavior may be financially profitafue
those preachers and may bring temporary comfi
those congregations, but God asks, “What shallo
in the end thereof?” There will be a day of accog;
a Day of Judgment. Behavior of this kind will nad
unpunished! This behavior may seem to bring su
in the here and now, but this disobedience to (
Word will be punished eternally — “that we hencéi
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and ce
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleigti
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie iit
to deceive; But speaking the Truth in love, mayw
up into Him in all things, which is the head, e
Christ” (Eph. 4:14-15).

“Speaking the Truth in love” is God-ordain
God-approved preaching. Some have attemptt
make this phrase mean that preaching should newvi
feelings, make anyone angry, inflict any pain
conscience (guilt), or disturb anyone. Some
suggested from this passage that God wants pres
to make everyone feel good however contrary tc
Word he may be living — all of this in the name
“love.” Those who make this application of Ephes
4:15 do not know the meaning of Biblical love na
they understand the kind of preaching done by .
and His disciples in the first century.

Sometimes “love” must be tough love. |
parent loves his child, he will punish that chilthev
necessary (Heb. 12:8-10). If a parent loves a chd
will  “reprove, rebuke, and exhort with
longsuffering” so that the child might understahd
dangers involved in certain actions. The parent
refuses do so because he is afraid of hurtinghhe's
feelings at the moment does not truly love thed
Avoiding such instruction for fear of making theild
angry or upset will bring the child much greatermh.
Love means doing those things and saying thosgs
for the child's ultimate good, not for the childssire
or momentary pleasure.

“Speaking the truth in love” does |
necessitate sermons with no challenge, no cordaat
no eternal benefit. Sermons which are politic
correct and tolerant of all things may be desirg
some, may even be popular, and may be finan

rewarding, but such preaching is condemned by
Sermons that God approves must sometime
designed “to root out, and to pull down, and tatiabss
and to throw down.” This is the only way t
preaching God's Word can also “build” and “pl
(Jer. 1:10).

Avoid any subject that may upset or ange
have known many who have been made so angr
upset by the sermon that they set out to disprdva
they had heard. The result was their conversic
Christ. Sometimes a negative leads to a positi
“knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we pexrde
men” (2 Cor. 5:11). Avoid any subject containe:
God's Word?Certainly Not! Those who please G
will not always please men (Gal. 1:10). “Speakine
Truth in love” must first be speaking the TrutH,thE
counsel of God. Some of that Truth will convictsir
those who hear with good and honest hearts an
anger others. Sermons are not to be dictated t
audience, but by the content of God's Word. Préze
Word!

What Jesus said to the rich young r
disturbed him because “he had great posses:
(Mark 10: 22). He was grieved and sorrowful. \
Jesus unkind and unloving? Absolutely not! Did §
not speak the Truth in love? When Jesus rebuke
Pharisees for their tradition, they “were offenc
(Mat. 15:12). What of Matthew 237 Did Jesus sphe
Truth in love? Absolutely! When the apostles preak
they, with no apology or embarrassment, conv
their hearers of sin — “therefore let all the howad
Israel know assuredly that God hath made that
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Cl
(Acts 2:36). Those who heard this statement
crucified Jesus and could have killed the aposhat
the Truth had to be spoken. When the apostles éen
threatened, beaten, and told not to preach Jdseit
response was, “We must obey God rather than
(Acts 5:29), and so must we today. God said, “H&
earth: behold, | will bring evil upon this peopbyer
the fruit of their thoughts, because they have
hearkened unto My words, nor to My law, but rejd
it” (Jer. 6:19). Congregations — don't reject G
Word! Preachers — don't reject God's Word!
consequences are eternal. Preach the Word.

-~ Laster Kamp



