Prayer List

Amanda Hatcher, Gordon Hatcher, Norman
Tony Priola, Margaret Russell, Tim Sm
Richard and Sheila Sollars

e Lisa Hutton has not been feeling well

Announcements

* Men’s Meeting Monday, June 7th at 7PM
* Brad will be preaching at the Norths
Church of Christ in Calhoun, GA n¢
Sunday, June 6. Brian Carver and B
Simmons will be preaching in his absence.

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, May 23 30/31/24
Wednesday, May 26 23
Offering Sunday, May 23 $696.75

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Charles Hatcher
Sunday Morning Worship

Announcements & Prayer Keith Keever
Songs Lance Green
Sermon Brad Green

Lord’s Supper & Contribution James Hutton

Assistants Donald Shipley & Levy Cox

Closing Prayer Tommy Sanders
Sunday Afternoon Worship

First Prayer Barry Simmons
Songs Snging

Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Lance Green
Closing Prayer Brian Carver

Wednesday Night

Songs Lance Green
First Prayer Barry Simmons
Devotional James Hutton

Closing Prayer David Snyder

TiZc Xod Od

€€6.€ N.L 3]|IAXouM
SUYD JO Ya4nyD AUnoD Xou

May 30, 2010

N TY

ChurchofChrlst

http: //www.knoxcoc.com

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



/  From The Preacher’s Pen
y A “MIRACLES”

The Bible informs us of many wondet
miracles that were performed by God’s prop
and apostles. Each account is true and acc
and worthy of our study. The inspired apc
John writes, “and many other signs truly
Jesus in the presence of His disciples, whic
not written in this book: But these are writi
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Chris
Son of God; and that believing ye might have
through His name” (John 20:30-31). Here
find that Jesus did not perform miracles
because He had the power to do so; He perfc
miracles to produce faith in those who w
witnesses. Many today believe and teach
miracles are being performed in our genera
They claim that those who do not beli
miracles occur today simply do not have enc
faith. If one must already have faith in orde
believe a miracle is performed today, what
is the purpose of the miracle? This idea is for
to the teachings of the New Testament — mir:
were performed to produce faith and no
entertain those who already believe. This pur
is also substantiated by the inspired author, N
After Jesus gives the Great Commission (N
16:15-16), Mark reports, “and they went fo
and preached everywhere, the Lord working
them, andconfirming the word with signs
following” (16:20, emphasis B.G.). The sign
casting out devils, speaking foreign langus

taking up serpents, healing the sick, etc. (16:17-

18) — would prove that the men preaching \
from God (cf., John 3:2). After knowing that
preachers were from God, the audience w
hear and believe (cf., Rom. 10:17). Thus the ¢
were used to produce faith.

Additionally, the Bible teaches us t
miracles were actions of God that supersede
laws of nature. Many refer to child birth

“miraculous,” but women have been bea
children for thousands of years. Pregnancy
birth are according to natural laws. The birtl
Jesus, on the other hand, exceeded the bou
nature because Mary was a virgin (Mat. 1:18-
The Bible also teaches that miracles
instantaneous. When Jesus healed the |
“immediately their eyes received sight” (M
20:34, emphasis B.G.). With the vast amoun
medicinal knowledge and technology, m
diseases and ills have been treated succes
However, much time (including the years
years of study by the doctors and
pharmaceutical companies), medication,
therapy is usually needed. Though we thank
for these remedies, they cannot be consic
miraculous. Further, the Bible teaches
miracles are easily demonstrable. Those
claim they perform miracles or have witnes
miracles today, have no proof or evidence
such took place. When Peter and John hee
lame man, even the enemies of God coulc
deny it (Acts 4:16). If a miracle was perforn
today, there would be no way to hide it or ke:
a secret. When Jesus performed mira
“multitudes” flocked to Him (Mat. 15:29-31).
Lastly, the same Bible which truthfu
and accurately informs us about miracles
informs us that the miraculous age would ¢
to an end. “Charity never faileth: but whet
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether 1
be tongues, they shall cease; whether the
knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we kno\
part, and we prophesy in part. But when
which is perfect is come, then that which is int
shall be done away” (1 Cor. 13:8-10). “T
which is perfect” is the Bible — God’s Worc
which is “the perfect law of liberty” (Jam. 1::
and “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 7
the man of God may be perfect, throuc
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-1

“That which is perfect,” cannot refer to Jesu
this text, since miracles continued for many y
after Jesus had come, died, and had
resurrected. This fact also eliminates the “se
coming” of Jesus as being “that which is perfe
It also makes no sense that God would state
miracles would cease when the world ends. Ii
were the case, would God not have statec
miracles would continue “even unto the en:
the world” (Mat. 28:20)? Additionally, Jes
would not be referred to as a “that,” since F
alive. The inspired Word of God was most lik
completed and confirmed around 69 AD
therefore, at that time, the purpose for mire
had been accomplished and miracles ceased.

The Biblical accounts of miracles
true. The truth that these miracles v
performed and witnessed is evidence for us t
that Jesus is the Son of God and that those
penned the Bible were inspired of God (2 1
3:16-17). The purpose for the miraculous
ceased and therefore there is now no nee
anyone to perform a miracle. God’s purpose
miracles was to confirm His Word (Mark 16:2
The Word of God has been confirmed and 1
“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
Word of God” (Rom. 10:17).

- Bad Green

Our Location

We meet in Suite 102 of Four Seasons Villag
130 Mabry Hood Road in Knoxville, T
Coming from Kingston Pike, we are on the r
just past Chili’'s. Come and visit with




