Prayer List

Linda Balthrop, Martha Bentley, Linda Brack
Debbie Caldwell, Rashay Driscoll, Veronica Dup
Nancy Glass, Lily Griswold, Ella Green, Jake Ha
Gordon Hatcher, John Johnson, Brenda Lev
Mary Lynn McAleer, Jay Montgomery, Tony Pric
Andy and Jennifer Price family, Tim Smith, L
Sollars mother, Chris Stout

* Barry and Sandra Simmons are traveling.
* Amanda and Russell Hatcher are traveling.

Announcements

There will be a Men's Meeting Mond:
February 1 at 7:00 PM

The Numbers

Attendance  Sunday, January 17 27127125
Wednesday, January 20 24
Offering Sunday, January 17 $977.81

Those Serving

Prayer Before Sunday Classes Brian Carver
Sunday Morning Worship
Announcements & Prayer Charles Hatcher
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper & Contribution Tommy Sanders
Assistants Donald Shipley & Levy Cox

Closing Prayer Keith Keever
Sunday Afternoon Worship
First Prayer Lance Green
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Brad Green
Lord’s Supper Jay Caldwell
Closing Prayer Brian Carver
Wednesday Night
Songs James Hutton
First Prayer David Snyder
Devotional Tommy Sanders

Closing Prayer Charles Hatcher
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http: //www.knoxcoc.com

Meeting Location:
130 Mabry Hood Road
Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37922
865.247.4620

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study.................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ 10:30AM & 1:30 PM
Wednesday
Bible Study.................... 7:00 PM



From The Preacher’s Pe

You've Got Mall

Thousands of letters and packages
sent everyday bearing a descriptive |
informing the carrier of some special reques
handling. Labels reading, “this side up,” “ki
dry,” “caution,” “do not stack,” “perishable,” a
“do not bend” are just a few examples of v
may be seen on any letter or package rec
through the mail. Such warnings and expres:
prompted me to consider which would be the
mailing labels in regards to the Bible. After
the Bible is the only means by which (
communicates with man today.

The first sticker to be placed on this n
precious of all correspondence IIRGENT!.”
Any piece of mail bearing this message is b
to grab our attention and is usually the first
so. While much of the mail stamped, “urgent!
destined for the trash, it is an appropi
description of the content of God’s Word. Wit
the pages of the Bible, we are informed that
have sinned, and come short of the glory of (
(Rom. 3:23), our sins separate us from God
59:1-2), and that “the wages of sin spifitual]
death” (Rom. 6:23). This is indeed an alarn
message that deserves our immel
consideration. Fortunately, we also read that
provides for us a remedy — a plan by whict
can address this wurgent need. LU
acknowledging sin and obeying a few condit
— faith (Heb. 11:6), repentance (Luke 1:
confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism (M
16:16) — one can have his sins totally wa:
away (Acts 22:16). God’'s message is one
must not be taken lightly, received w
procrastination, or totally ignored. It is
“URGENT!” matter.

God’s next request regard
transmission of His Word isHANDLE WITH
CARE.” We are commanded to “rightly” divi

or handle “aright the Word of Truth” (2 Ti
2:15, ASV 1901). We are also commande
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11)
“teaching for doctrines the commandment:
men” (Mat. 15:9). If not handled correctly, Go
Word can be perverted and can lead men
from “the grace of Christ” (Gal. 1:6-9). Jesus
the Pharisees and scribes, “full well ye rejec
commandment of God, that ye may keep °
own tradition” (Mark 7:9). Many today ha
failed to obey the warning, “HANDLE WIT
CARE.” False doctrines which teach that me
saved by “faith only” and that baptism is
necessary for salvation were produced by
failing to handle “aright the Word of Trutt
Seeing that God explicitly states, “ye see
how that by works a man is justified, aN@DT
by faith only” (Jam. 2:24, emphasis B.G.)
“baptism doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3:
such carelessness is inexcusable.

It is of great import to note that thot
God’'s Word is to be handled with care, the E
is in no way FRAGILE .” No such descriptiv
label need be placed on the greatest of all b
Though many men and nations have trie
destroy it from the face of the earth, they ares
and the Bible remains. Jehoiakim, king of Ju
had the word of God cut “and cast it into the
that was on the hearth, until all the roll \
consumed in the fire” (Jer. 36:23). It is untel
how many physical copies of the Bible have |
burned since the first century. The Cathc
burned copies of William Tyndale’s Engl
translation of the Bible and Tyndale, himself,
“burned at the stake” after his translation
considered “heresy.” No matter how much pc
a man or organization may wield here on e
they are all mortal (Heb. 9:27) and the wor
God is eternal (Psa. 119:89).

The last sticker to be placed upon
perfect parcel should be R'S.V.P? This
abbreviation comes from the French expres

“répondez s'’il vous plait,” which means “ple
respond.” Today, the expression also entail:
connotation to not just respond, but do so,
soon as possible.” Any piece of mail contair
the instruction to “R.S.V.P.” is usually
invitation to attend some future event. In reg
to the Bible, an invitation has been made t
men to obey and to “enter thou into the joy ol
Lord” (Mat. 25:21). Jesus invites, “come u
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you,
learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in he
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
yoke is easy, and My burden is light” (Vv
11:28-30). The Lord entreats, “be thou faitl
unto death, and | will give thee a crown of |
(Rev. 2:10). Jesus says, “the kingdom of he
is like unto a certain king, which made a marr
for his son, And sent forth his servants to
them that were bidden to the wedding” (M
22:2-3). The parable continues, “and they w
not come.” We all have the responsibility
respond to the Lord’s invitation. By sim
obeying God’s conditions of salvation
recorded in the New Testament and being fai
to His Word, our R.S.V.P. is checked, “Yes.
one refuses to obey God or ignores the invit:
altogether, God understands the response -
“No.”

God chose to communicate with
through the written word. We should cons
God’s message to us with urgency, handle it
care, and respond faithfuly as we
commanded.

- Brad Gien



