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Prayer List 
Linda Balthrop, Debbie Caldwell, Rashay Dris-
coll, Veronica Dupree, Joy Glass, Jake Hanna, 
Michael Hatcher, Cory Hillman, Bobby King, 
Brenda Levister, Juan Mandujano, Mary Lynn 
McAleer, Jay Montgomery, Tony Priola, Tim 
Smith, Chris Stout 
• Ashleigh Green continues to recover from 

surgery. 
• Kathern Green is doing well after surgery 

Wednesday.  So far the test results have 
been good; they are awaiting one more. 

• David and Tresa Snyder are traveling. 
• Keith Keever has been having health 

problems. 

March 1, 2009 

http://knoxcoc.com 

 

Temporary Meeting Location —  
Clayton Bank and Trust Office 

Across From Ingles 

11820 Kingston Pike 

Farragut, TN 37934 

 

Schedule of Services 
  

 Sunday 
 Bible Study…..…………...9:30 AM 

 Worship….….10:30AM & 1:30 PM 

 

 Wednesday 
 Bible Study………………..7:00 PM 

 

Those Serving 
Prayer Before Sunday Classes            Barry Simmons 

Morning Worship  
Announcements & First Prayer                 Brian Carver 
Songs                 Keith Keever 
Sermon                   Brad Green 
Lords Supper & Contribution         Charles Hatcher 
 Assisting               Lance Green 
Closing Prayer                        Jay Caldwell 

Afternoon Worship   
First Prayer                Lance Green 
Songs                        Jay Caldwell 
Sermon                   Brad Green 
Lord's Supper                 Brian Carver 
Closing Prayer               James Hutton 

Wednesday Night  
Songs                James Hutton 
First Prayer           Charles Hatcher 
Devotional            Barry Simmons 
Closing Prayer                Keith Keever 

The Numbers 
Attendance  Sunday, February 22  25/26/22 
  Wednesday, February 25     23 
Offering  Sunday, February 22 $1129.31 
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From The Preacher’s Pen 
THE FRUIT OF THE VINE   

 The Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke all record the solemn evening in which Jesus 
instituted the Lord’s supper which Christians partake 
each Sunday as an act of worship.  Jesus authorized 
the use of unleavened bread to represent His body 
and “fruit of the vine” (Luke 22:18) as an emblem of 
His blood.  The Lord commands, “this do in remem-
brance of Me” (Luke 22:19).  The apostle Paul states 
that the Lord’s supper is a time to commune (1 Cor. 
10:16) or enjoy fellowship with Christ and His death 
which gave man the opportunity to be saved.  The 
“fruit of the vine,” therefore, is much more than just 
a little grape juice in a cup.  The “fruit of the vine” 
stands as a reminder to all Christians of the blood 
which was shed on the cross (Mat. 26:28), washes 
away sin (Rev. 1:5), and is contacted through obedi-
ence to God which culminates in water baptism 
(Rom. 6:3-4). 

 The Lord’s supper was instituted as a memo-
rial of the sacrifice of the sinless Lamb of God 
which takes away sin (John 1:29).  The Lord’s sup-
per shares many similarities with the Passover Feast 
which was instituted by God to memorialize the 
night in which Israel sacrificed an innocent lamb and 
smeared its blood upon the door posts so that God 
would “pass over” their house when all of the first 
born of Egypt were killed in the tenth plague (Exo. 
12 & 13).  The Passover Feast was also known as 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread because no leavened 
bread was to be eaten for seven days during the 
feast.  In fact, no leaven was to be found in their 
houses at all (Exo. 12:19).   

 Sadly, some have promoted and/or con-
doned the use of alcoholic wine as part of the Lord’s 
supper.  Mack Lyon, preacher for the television pro-
gram, “In Search Of The Lord’s Way” and partici-
pant with the Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN), 
states, “to say it must be intoxicating or non-
intoxicating is to make a law where God does not 
make one and such practice is not acceptable in the 
   

Lord’s church.  It is divisive.”1.  In hopes that this 
statement was a mistake, I contacted brother Lyon for 
clarification.  Lyon was adamant that  he was against 
the use of alcohol for recreational purposes, but 
sadly, he stood by his statement that the use of intoxi-
cating “fruit of the vine” was acceptable for use while 
partaking the Lord’s supper.  Lyon stated, “I do not 
know what the Lord used,” in regard to the question 
of whether the “fruit of the vine” was alcoholic or 
simply grape juice.  When asked if he (on behalf of 
the television program, “In Search Of The Lord’s 
Way”) would accept financial contributions from 
congregations which used alcohol on the Lord’s ta-
ble, he replied, “yes,” and continued, “we probably 
already do.”  Lyon informed me that he had been 
preaching for seventy years and no one had been able 
to prove to him that the fruit of the vine the Lord 
used was not intoxicating.  When I attempted to ex-
plain why it would be sinful to use alcohol as an em-
blem of the Lord’s supper, he stated that we were 
“going around in circles” and the conversation soon 
came to an end. 

 The “fruit of the vine” used as part of the 
Lord’s supper is simply that, “fruit of the vine,” or 
juice from the grape.  Alcohol is not a fruit from the 
vine.  Alcohol is a by-product of grape juice which 
has been “leavened.”  The yeast reacts with the natu-
ral sugars of the grape juice and produces alcohol.  
The drink used in the Passover Feast of the Old Tes-
tament, therefore, could not have been alcoholic since 
there was to be no leaven, whatsoever, in the house 
for seven days (Exo. 12:19).  Also, leaven is used as 
a figure for sin and wickedness in the New Testament 
(Mat. 16:11-12).  Since Jesus was sinlessly perfect, 
why would God allow the “fruit of the vine” repre-
senting His Son’s sinless blood  be marred with 
leaven?  In addition, the Greek words translated, 
“wine,” are used 37 times in the New Testament, but 
are never used in reference to the Lord’s supper.  
Consider the following consequences of teaching that 
Jesus approved of or used alcohol in instituting His 
memorial feast:  1) If the “fruit of the vine” was in-
toxicating, Jesus promoted a product that would de-
ceive its victims, thus implying that Jesus was deceit-
ful (Pro. 20:1).  2)  If Jesus drank alcohol, then He 
     

too, would have been deceived and would have 
sinned against God’s word.  3)  If Jesus drank alco-
hol, the Scripture would consider Him to be unwise.  
4) If the “fruit of the vine” was intoxicating, Jesus  
would  have  promoted a  product  which  would    
produce woe, sorrow, wounds, contentions, cause 
the heart to utter perverse things, and deaden inhibi-
tions to a point where one may be seduced by acts of 
lasciviousness (Pro. 23:29-35).  5)  Jesus would have 
been guilty of placing a stumbling block and tempta-
tion before those who found alcohol a weakness 
(Hab. 2:15).  The proof is overwhelming that the 
“fruit of the vine” is not to be intoxicating and using 
intoxicating drink as a part of worship is sinful in-
deed.  The Bible consistently condemns the use of 
alcohol as a beverage and the thought of alcohol be-
ing a part of our communion with Christ is abomina-
ble. 

 Let us honor God’s Word and the precious 
blood of Christ which washes away sin when we 
partake of the “fruit of the vine.”        

                ————Brad GreenBrad GreenBrad GreenBrad Green    

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————--------    

1.  Lyon, Mack.  “More Striving For Unity.”  The 
Search Light.  Edmond Church of Christ; Edmond, 
OK.  January 2009, p. 2-3.  

Announcements 
• The Men's Business Meeting will be tomor-

row at 7:00 PM. 

• Our Gospel Meeting will be April 5 - 8, 2009 
with Michael Hatcher. 

Location 

We meet in the former O’Charley’s in Farragut 
off Kingston Pike across from Ingles.  Look for 
the “Future Home of Clayton Bank and Trust” 
sign. 


