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‘Tis The Season

During the month of December, every year,
the United States celebrates a national holiday. It
is, traditionally, a time of shopping, decorations,

singing, lights, and parties. This time of year is a
little bit different from other seasons. Perhaps it
is the fact that cold air begins to drift in and there
is a possibility that rain will turn to snow. In some
areas of the country, the ground 1S already a pow-
dery white and in others, ice has formed a glaze
upon the landscape. Generally, it is also the case
that people are more apt to be kind and generous
during this time of year. It is a season known for
joy, as the Christmas carol proclaims. However,
the time for joy is not based upon what time of
year it is, a particular climate, nor any holiday
season. The time for joy and happiness is the
present, no matter what time of year it may be.
What better source for true joy and happiness
than He who is able to save our soul? “For He
saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in
the day of salvation have 1 succoured thee:
behold, row is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of vsalvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2, emphasis
B.G.). It has been well-stated, “There’s no time
like the present.” However, each year, many wait
eleven months before being kind, generous, con-
siderate, and “jolly.” In like manner, many will
wait, until it is too late, to submit themselves to
the commands of God. “The Day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night; in the which the heav-
ens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up"
(2 Peter 3:10). We should take advantage of the
fact that God has given us this day rather than
taking it for granted.

Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow
we will go into such a city, and continue
there a year, and bu_y and sell, and get gain:
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a

vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away (James 4:13-14).

Our society has become accustomed to think-
ing about Christ only during the time of a holiday
season instituted by man (i.e. December 25th). We
should, however, render our lives a sacrifice to God
everyday (Romans 12:1-2) and not merely give the
appearance of devotion to Christ during a particu-
lar season. Consider how sad and hopeless our
lives as Christians would be if our dear Lord chose
to watch over His children only during one season
of the year! Yet, many in society, some who even
claim to be Christians, choose to focus on the
Christ only during the holiday season, a “conven-
ient season” for the world to offer what they con-
sider to be “praise” to our Savior, and then forget
Him during less “convenient” times throughout the
rest of the year until the holidays roll around once
more. Remember the response Felix gave to Paul,
“Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient
season, 1 will call for thee” (Acts 24:25, emphasis
B.G.). The problem with procrastination is the fact
that there may not be a tomorrow (James 4:13-14).
The problem with designating a certain season of
the year as the time to celebrate the birth of Christ
is the fact that it is not authorized by God. God
specified that Sunday, the first day of each week, is
the time to worship Him (Acts 20:7) and the
Christian is to live faithfully every day. We cannot
be like Felix and wait for a more “convenient sea-
son” to be obedient and joyful. Godly obedience
should be part of a faithful Christian’s year-round
lifestyle, a lifestyle which will naturally result in
joy felt throughout the entire year. “But godliness
with contentment is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6).
The present truly is the “day of salvation,” because
it is the only time that we know for sure exists.
NOW IS THE TIME:
® To “come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1

Timothy 2:4) by HEARING the Word of God
(Romans 10:17).

e To “BELIEVE that He (God) is, and that He is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him”
(Hebrews 11:6, emphasis B.G.).

e “To REPENT: Because He ( God) hath appoint-
ed a day, in the which He will judge the world in

righteousness by that man (Jesuws Christ) whom
He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assur-
ance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him

from the dead” (Acts 17:30-31, emphasis B.G.).

e To CONFESS that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God (Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10).

¢ To BE BAPTIZED in order to have your past
sins forgiven (Acts 2:38), to be added by God to
His Church (Acts 2:47), and to be saved (1 Peter
3:21).

¢ To BE FAITHFUL (1 Corinthians 4:2; Hebrews
5:8-9).

‘Tis the season to obey God’s plan of salvation
and begin your life as a Christian, a child of God, a
member of the Church for which Christ died. ‘Tis
the season to remain faithful to God until death (1
John 1:6-9; Revelation 2:10). ‘Tis the season, not
because it is December, nor because of the celebra-
tions and festivities occurring this time of year. “Tis
the season, because tomorrow may be too late.

— Brad Green

Prayer List

* Robert Barrett, Ann Brinkley, Harrell
Davidson, Kenny Davis, Alicia Farrar,
Brenda Hatcher, Diane Hutton, Joann
Passons, L. G. Russell, Chris Stout, and

Chela’s niece, Shyllenne

* Earthquake recovery efforts continue in
Ica, Peru, and in northern Chile.
November quakes near the Peru/
Ecuador border, though in remote areas,
were quite powerful.

Announcements

® Harrell Davidson is doing so well, he
plans to be back in the pulpit preaching
today:.



Those Serving
Bible Class Teachers:

Adult Sunday: Barry Simmons
Adult Wednesday: Brad Green
7-8 Years Old Tresa Snyder
2-5 Years Old Sunday: Amanda Hatcher
2-5 Years Old Wednesday: April Green
Under 2 Years Old: Ashleigh Green

Morning Worship Assignments:

Announcements &

Opening Prayer Charles Hatcher
Songs David Snyder
Sermon Keith Keever
Lord’s Supper &

Contribution Jay Caldwell
Closing Prayer Lance Green
Afternoon Worship Assignments:
Opening Prayer David Snyder
Songs Keith Keever
Sermon Charles Hatcher
Lord’s Supper Brian Carver
Closing Prayer James Hutton
Wednesday Worship Assignments:
Songs Jay Caldwell
Opening Prayer Brian Carver
Devotional Barry Simmons
Closing Prayer James Hutton
Attendance & Offering:

Offering Dec. 9 $547.00
Attend. Dec. 9 22/22/20
Attendance Wed., Dec. 12 20

“Or do you not know that as many of us as
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into His death? Therefore we were buried
with Him through baptism into death, that just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.”

—Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV)
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K N O X C O U N .T Y
Church of Christ

http://knoxcoc.com

We are now meeting in the lower level
of the Farragut Chapel of
Click Funeral Home:

11915 Kingston Pike
Farragut, Tennessee 37934

Schedule of Services

Sunday

Bible Study . ......... ... ... 9:30 a.m.
Worship. . ........ 10:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday

Bible Study .. .............. 7:00 p.m.



